Little Bear is

New 1n Town




Moving to a new place can be exciting, but it can also be
challenging sometimes. Little Bear tells his story of moving
to Edmonton, and his first year living in the city.
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My mom just told me we are moving to
Edmonton.

She is talking on the phone to a lady from an
organization called New in Town in the city.

The lady is helping her figure out what we should
do.



g
P

I go to see my grandma.
I feel sad. I don’t want to leave.

She tells me that she loves me, and that I will get
to see and do all kinds of neat things in the city.



I put my clothes and my favourite toys in my
backpack. I say goodbye to my house.

We get on a big bus. My tummy feels yucky, so I
have a nap on my mom’s lap. She wakes me up
when we get close to Edmonton so I can see the
city lights.

My mom says a lady from New in Town will pick
us up from the bus station.



We go to live with my auntie. I share a room with
my cousin.

I like sleeping in a bunk bed!

But sometimes I can’t sleep because he snores,
and the cars outside are so loud at night.
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Edmonton Transit System

I have to go with my mom so she can fill out some
forms.

The New in Town lady helps us take a big blue bus.

There are so many people that we have to stand on
the bus while it’s moving!



My auntie takes me and my mom to Family Night
at a school near her house.

The New in Town lady is there. She introduces me
to some kids who will be in my class.

We have fun learning some cool hoop-dancing
moves.



I feel nervous about my first day of school.

I ride a school bus just like my old bus.

I see my friends from Family Night and we play
together at recess.

There are so many kids in my class!






My auntie takes me and my cousin trick-or-
treating.

There are so many houses, and they are so close
together.

We don’t have to walk very far to get a whole
bagful of candy!



My mom gets a new job so I have to go to after-
school care.

I meet some new kids from other grades.

My favourite activity is when we all sing and play
music together. I like to play my drum.






I have a new babysitter.

She takes me tobogganing, and afterwards we go
inside the Muttart Conservatory to warm up.

We see lots of neat plants from all over the world.
I love smelling the flowers and feeling so warm in
the pyramids even though it is winter.



On New Years, my family takes the train to
downtown.

All of the buildings are sooo tall.

We see the New in Town lady again. She counts
down the seconds with us, and gives me a big hug
at midnight.



My mom says I can pick one friend to come to my
birthday party. I pick my new best friend.

We go have Indian tacos at Bannock Burger.

He had never had an Indian taco before, but he
loves it!



I had a bad day at school today.
I forgot my lunch and my mom was at work so
she couldn’t bring it to me. PLUS some kids in my

class teased me for being different.

I don’t like it here. I want to move back home.



My mom takes me and my cousin to a round
dance that Bent Arrow is putting on.

[ see lots of people I know.

I have lots of fun dancing with my friends.



Today has been another bad day at school.

I miss my bus home, and at first I feel scared.

I wonder if I will have to sleep at my school all
alone. The secretary calls my mom and she comes
to pick me up.

While I wait, my science teacher shows me a cool
experiment! He tells me it’s okay to be different,
and I feel a lot better than my last bad day.
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It’s the last day of school before summer
holidays.

Our class has a hot dog roast and plays games in a
park.

I'm not too sad, because I know I'll see my friends
at camps and swimming lessons during the
summer.









The New in Town Aboriginal Welcome Service is a project by Bent
Arrow Traditional Healing Society in partnership with Boyle Street
Community Services and Boyle Street Aboriginal Services.
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This booklet was made possible with funding from the Alberta
Government.

\A(b—?/i’bﬂ\,- Government

This story was written and illustrated
by Caylie Gnyra of Saddle Stitch Publishing
www.saddlestitchpublishing.com

To read more stories about Little Bear,
check out www.littlecreebooks.com.



New in Town assists Aboriginal families in their
transitions into life in Edmonton.

The service is rooted in community and Aboriginal
culture. We offer many types of services to assist you
in accessing appropriate resources in areas such as
employment, elder services, youth services, housing,
culture, financial services, education, and more! We
work with you every step of the way so that you can be
successful in your new home.

www.newintownedmonton.ca
780-474-1995
newintown@bentarrow.ca



